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Tt’s a raised sidewall with ski slopes on both ends of'it.
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SenaTor ARAM GARABEDIAN: referring to raised crosswalk

Speed bump
is raising the ire
of R.I. motorists

By Shannon Tan
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

PROVIDENCE — It's only 2
months old and 6 inches tall, but
the speed bump outside Rhode Is-
land’s State House is casting a
long shadow.

Since November, critics
clidrge, the bump has been
launching unsuspecting drivers
into the air, tossing them around
their cars, and sending their vehl-
cles crashing into the pavement.

The $200,000 bump ~ the
state’s first raised crosswalk — was
1aid across Smith Street in front of
the entrafice of the State House,
where leglslators and State House
visitors often had to dash across
traffic to go to work. There have
been several accidents and one fa-
tality in the area.

But the product of good inten-
tions 18 of a bumpy road to in-

In December, 4 police officer

hit the bump and landed in the
hospital with injured ribs and ver-
tebrae. A senator’s Lincoln Town
Car leaked antifreeze after its en-
counter with the bump, resulting
in #1,100 worth of repairs. And a
fire engine hit the bump on the
way to a fire, became alrborne,
and cracked its frame and water
tank.

“Ii's a ralsed sidewalk with ski
slopes on both ends of it,” sald
Senator Aram G. Garabedian,
whose car was damaged. “1 was
probably going about 25 miles an
hour. ! didn't see any signs. I flew
up into the sky and my head hit
the ceiling. I thought I fell into a
hole.”

Garabedlian, a Democrat,
called for a hearing at the State
House to find out why the stats in-
stalled the bump instead of a less-
intrusive stop, like a light.

“There’s a lot of unhappy peo-
ple,” he gald.
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Motorists driving over the raised crosswalk in front of the State House in Providence. A hill 1o
eliminate the speed bump is pending before the House.

One of the bump’s chief de-
fenders is William Ankner, direc-
tor of the state's Department of
Transportation, who sald that mo-
torists would have to break the
law by traveling over the bump at
least 40 miles per hour in order to
damage their vehicles. The speed
limit over the bump is 20,

“The public notoriety has cer-
tainly helped it work,” said

Ankner, who recently installed-

flashing vellow lights near the
bump. “It's certainly my intention
to continue to fight for it.”

The battle over the tiny patch
of asphalt is not over yet.

A bill to eliminate the bump is
pending before the House. State
Representative Robert D. Sulli-
van, an East Providence Democrat

who introduced the bill, said he is
concerned that the hump will cost
the state millions of dollars in
claims from drivers who damage
their cars or themselves,

And on the way to the hearing,
Sullivan said, he drove over the
bump at 20 miles per hour and
slammed his head against the roof
of his Buick.



